SUMMARY A 13-year-old girl presented with postural hypotension, severe abdominal pain and diarrhoea, parotid pain and a transient encephalopathy. There was evidence of an acute autonomic neuropathy and some electrophysiological evidence of a transient peripheral somatic neuropathy. The likely cause was primary herpes simplex infection.
ness, headaches and photophobia. For one day she had had severe abdominal pain and vomiting.
I Encephalopathy
The initial drowsiness, headache and photophobia with moderate neck stiffness lasted for only five days. A CSF protein was initially 650 mg/l with 4 white cells per cubic millimetre, and at six weeks was normal. EEG performed on day fifteen was abnormal with focal sharp and slow wave activity bilaterally, and six weeks later there was some improvement. A CT brain scan was normal. 2 Peripheral neuropathy Despite early complaints of parasthesiae and weakness of the left hand, there were no objective signs. Elec 
